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and vast expectations were formed at Rome of the events
which stood next in succession, when, on Christmas-day, 283,
a sudden and mysterious end overtook Carus and his vic-
torious advance. We are all prepared of course for the
customary murder, and the customary lie for disguising its
incidents. The story transmitted to Rome was that a great
storm and a sudden darkness had surprised the camp of
Garus; that the Emperor, previously ill and reposing in his
tent, was obscured from sight; that at length a cry had
arisen, " The Emperor is dead !" and that, at the same
moment, the imperial tent had taken fire. The fire was
traced to the confusion of his attendants; and this confusion
was imputed by themselves to grief for their master's death.
In all this it is easy to read pretty circumstantially a murder
committed on the Emperer by corrupted servants, and an
attempt afterwards to conceal the traces of this murder by
the ravages of fire. The report propagated through the
army, and at that time received with credit, was that Carus
had been struck by lightning ; and that omen, according to
the Roman interpretation, implied a necessity of retiring from
the expedition. So'that, apparently, the whole was a bloody
Roman intrigue, set on foot for the purpose of baffling the
Emperor's resolution to prosecute the war j or else it was a
Persian intrigue, buying off with money the army which
they had no means or preparations for meeting on the field
of battle.

His son Numerian succeeded to the rank of Emperor by
the choice of the Army. But the mysterious faction of
murderers were still at work. After eight months' inarch
from the Tigris to*the Thracian Bosporus, the Army halted
at Chalccdon. At this point of time a report arose suddenly
that the Emperor Numerian was dead. The impatience of
the soldiery would brook no uncertainty : they rushed to the
spot; satisfied themselves of the fact, and, loudly denouncing
as the murderer Aper, the captain of the guard, committed
him to custody, ancl assigned to Diocletian, whom at the
same time they invested with the supreme power, the duty
of investigating the case. Diocletian acquitted himself of
this task in a very summary way, by passing his sword
through Aper before he could say a word in his defence.